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AIDS-END THE SILENCE
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WORLD AIDS DAY-DECEMBER 1, 1999

Censorship & the Reduction of Culture

Table of Contents
Editorial -

It happened during the 24 t h annual International Day Celebration sponsored by
the Foreign Language Department. On November 2, the principles of~e Ondee
Sola came into conflict with the organizers of the event over a particular policy.

AIDS and its affects ...

To be honest I did not know how to correctly address this issue. But I realized
it would be more incorrect not to address it and allow it to go unsaid.

Vida/SIDA Project
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The situation began when we, members of ~e Ondee Sola, were approached
almost immediately after laying out two small stacks of ~e Ondee Sola issues on
our table. We were told that we could not have our issues on display because
they were "too political" and outside the realm of"culture." I was told that the
T-shirt I was wearing was making a political statement, so therefore I was instructed to cover the shirt. The infamous T-shirt was filled with pictures of the
Puerto Rican political prisoners and declared (as most of Puerto Rico) "Que
Salgan Ya", translated as "Let them go now"
According to the rules, regulations and responsibilities of participating in the
celebration, "no political statements, displays, or activities are allowed." We
were unaware that ~e Ondee Sola fell only into that category so we did not think
twice about promoting our publication, a Latino publication. Several organizers
told us that International Day was solely for culture. The idea was put forth to
us that politics and culture are completely separate; and that during this event
to be separate in effect like church and state.
It was a complete shock to us to be restrained and censored. But rather than
start a commotion though we instantly complied with the organizers- deciding
that this issue could be addressed elsewhere.
The first problem we have as an organization pertains to who determines what.
Who is to say what is or is not political? Are we political because we demand
the decolonization of Puerto Rico or its right under international law to selfdetermination? Is it political to demand that there be justice in this nation or
that we speak out against the hypocrisies of this nation? ~e Ondee Sola feels it is
our responsibility to address various issues that can be deemed political. We
make no apologizes for our publication and its perspectives but we do disagree
with being labeled as only political. We deal with cultural, historical and political themes throughout the course of every semester and this stereotype only
attempts to reduce the validity of our work.
~e Ondee Sola would like to know what the organizers consider political. For
examples, are flags not political? Yes, flags are very much part of political identification. Ironically, though flags were allowed. If anyone doubts the powerful
political statement flags make then look at history. For many years in Puerto
Rico, the United States government virtually made the Puerto Rican flag illegal.
Surely this was not to stifle a purely cultural symbol. In that time, the flag was
made illegal because it was the symbol the Puerto Rican Independence movement. If had been wearing a "Vote for W . Bush T-shirt would that have been
inappropriate? How about a "Stop Police Brutality" one? More uncertainty lies
whether the policy was intended to silence non-mainstream and otherwise nonaccepted political views. So one can only wonder who determines what is al-
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AIDS and its affects on my family
By Blanca I. Rodriguez
This piece is dedicated to the
most important man in my life,
my father Juan Rodriguez. He
was born on October 8, 1951
and died August 4, 1990. Papi,
I love you and miss you very
much.
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I will first describe how I
found out that my father died
of AIDS.My sister and cousin
were having a conversation and
my sister blurted out that my
father had died of AIDS. I was
devastated because I began to
have horrible thoughts about
what could occur. I wondered
if my father died of AIDS,
then was there a possibility
that my mother could be dying
and I could lose both of my
parents. I also did not know
what my father did to get this
deadly disease. This was six
months after the death of my
father. A month after I found
out, my mother approached
me and asked me if I wanted
to talk. She then began to
explain to me that my father
died of AIDS related causes
and that he was an IV drug
user addicted to heroin. She
also explained that she had
been tested and the results
were negative.

From that day on I was able to
understand a lot of things that
~ occurred. My father was a very
~
dependable man who loved his
~
family. The first thought that
comes to many people's minc;ls
~ when they think of someone
~
addicted to heroine is they
~
think of some bum or hype on
~ the street. My father did not
~
fit that image. My father had

N

an illness; he needed the
heroin in order to maintain
everyday. In my time with my
father, I can remember him
going to what I thought was
rehab for alcoholism over
three times. He was actually in
drug rehabilitation . M y
mother was very strong and
capable of taking care of her
children by herself. I thank
God for this because if not for
my mother we might have
fallen plenty of times. My
parents knowing the sickness
my father had chose to keep
my brother, sister and I
hidden from the truth. My
brother found out that my dad
had an addiction while my
father was still alive, whereas
my sister and I did not find
out until after.

ABOVE:My family at my sisters rst
communion in r986. From left to right: My
brother Javier, M om, Papi: and my sister
A malia.

I believe that my parents did
their best in raising us even if
they hid the truth from us.
They did this because they
knew all the misconceptions
about drug abuse and, that
just because my father was
addicted to heroine did not
change the love and respect
he had for his wife and
children.
This is one reason I believe
that he had the continuous
support that he needed .
When a person is dying of .___ ___.___..L:11::1o11
AIDS he or she does not need
ABOVE: My mother and
to be made to feel inadequate,
father during a fmaily gathering in
but instead should be
constantly reminded of the
love and respect people have
for them. This is what I
believe my family provided to

r985.

(Continued on page Io) 3

Vida/SIDA:
Nosotros Mismos Project
By Enrique Salgado Jr.
Vida/SIDA is a bilingual/bicultural
project of the Puerto Rican
Cultural Center (PRCC). The
PRCC initiated the project in 1988,
in response to the growth of the
AIDS epidemic in the Puerto Rican/
Latino community, and the critical
lack of services for people living
with AIDS.

designed to educate gang members
and their peers about how to reduce
the risk of HIV infection and
transmission. The project provides

The Centers first response was to
open the all volunteer Vida Health
Clinic, offering alternatives
therapies free of charge for people
living with HIV/AIDS.

In 1991, students of the Dr. Pedro
Albizu Campos High School
initiated the HIV/AIDS prevention
project that has become Vida/SIDA.
The students educated themselves,
raised their own money and bought
condoms that they distributed along
with prevention information and
practices.
Vida/SIDA with the Puerto Rican
Cultural Center strives to reach and
educate those populations of people
that have always been discarded as
not important or hard to reach.
Vida/SIDA has lead in our
community in prevention education
due to the fact that all the programs
are peer lead and driven by
community concern.
To challenge the spread HIV and
STDs among gang members, Vida/
SIDA created a strategy targeting
sexually active gang members and
affiliates. Gangs constitute a highly
self-interactive social network
characterized by numerous risk
behaviors. Nosotros Mismos is
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reach whilo prgmp~iA8 men to pass
on information and skills to family
and friends, as well, as to other gang
members. This strategy recognizes
that gang members have positive
contributions to make in the
struggle against AIDS. Nosotros
Mismos draws on the collective
expertise developed over Vida/
SIDA's five year history of
conducting prevention and risk
reduction education with youth and
the Puerto Rican Cultural Center's
ideology of self-reliance and selfdetermination.
The gang situation has always been
a serious social problem within our
community.
Alienation
and
condemnation because of being a

gang member or affiliate have
provided an ample environment for
violence, and illegal activity;
combined with miseducation and
lack of resources. This puts
individuals involved with gangs at a
greatly elevated risk compared to
the general population. One study
showed that a gang-centered social
network generated 22% of a city's
gonorrhea cases although they
constituted only O.1 % of the
population.
Due to these elevated risks within
this population prevention and
intervention work is greatly needed;
but due to the territorial nature of
gangs, gang lines, can block access
to both preventive efforts and
services. These lines can literally be
a matter of life and death for people
involved or affiliated with gangs.
The way Nosotros Mismos
approaches this problem is to
provide scattered site or mobile site
services in respect to gang lines. This
project is designed to educate gang
members about the need to reduce
the risk of HIV/STD transmission
and infection. Holding true to the
leader peer model all of these
services will be provided by one of
the gangs own members or affiliates;
which is why Vida/SIDA named the
project Nosotros Mismos, which
means "we ourselves." The men
involved are educating themselves,
reducing their risk of HIV/STD
infection and increasing access to
other community services. They are
also empowering themselves and
their community by educating about
one of the dangers that affect
everyone.
Enrique Salgado Jr. is a Vida/SIDA peer
specialist. He is also a former president
of the Union for Puerto ican Students
and former editor of Que On dee Sola
atNEIU.

Statistical Information about
the divisions in
AIDS cases.

Distribution of Hispanic Population

Puerto Rican (22.
ican (65.00%)

Note that though
Puerto Ricans comprise of 22% of the
Latino population
they account for more
than 46% of the AIDS
cases in Chicago.

Distribution of Hispanic AIDS Cases

ican (40.00%)

Puerto Rican (46.

Information courtesy of the
Office of HIV/AIDS surveillance
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Update: VIEQUES
By Michael Rodriguez-Muniz

Panel's Recommendation
After many hearings throughout
summer, the presidential panel has
finally made its recommendation to
President Clinton regarding
Vieques and the U.S. Navy. The
three man panel has recommended
that the Navy be allow to remain in
Vieques for five more years while
reducing its live military exercises to
only about 120 days a year. After
the five years the Navy must find a
new home to conduct its business.
According to the White House, the
President will make his decision
within the next month.
The panels recommendation has
angered the overwhelming majority
of Puerto Ricans, who, are calling
for the end of the bombings and
removal of all Navy forces from the
island. The Navy wants to resume
its bombings and training at end of
November and considers Vieques
necessary part of"national security."
The USS Eisenhower is on its ways
to shores ofVieques but must wait
for the President decision in order
to train.
Another problem for the Navy is a
group of protesters stationed at the
bombing sites as "human shields" to
insure that not one more bomb is
dropped. The Navy and several U.S.
senators want the protesters
arrested from the sites and for their
seven months of civil disobedience
to come to an end.
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Vieques has united Puerto Rico, its
religious, political, and civic leaders
to possibly JOIIl the civil
disobedience in Vieques. Thousands
in Puerto Rico, and groups from
Chicago and New York have
committed to going to Vieques if
any protesters are arrested. Puerto

Rican newpaper, El VOCERO, has
reported that 300 U.S. Marshals are
on their way to Vieques to make
arrests.

Leader Carlos Zenon speaks
Carlos Zenon, the former president
of the Vieques Fisherman's
Association, spoke at various

locations from Northeastern
University, Colombia College and
the Juan Antonio Correjter Puerto
Rican Cultural Center on
November 4, 1999. Zenon has been
involved in the struggle to free
Vieques for more than twenty years
and has even suffered imprisonment
throughout his years of struggle.
The activity was dedicated to martyr
and political prisoner Angel
Cristobal Rodriguez.
During his presentation at the
Puerto Rican Cultural Center,
Carlos Zenon, talked about the
residents of Vieques being "9,300
prisoners of America" living in the
world 's "largest concentration
camp." The people are forced to live
on a strip of land (barely 1/3 of the
size of the island) between the two
military camps.
The strength and conviction of
Carlos Zenon could be felt as he
calmly said, "I rather die once than
see my people die slowly."

He spoke about how Vieques was
not necessary to national security
but rather it was a way for the U.S.
to control the Caribbean, Central &
South America. He referred to past
invasions of Haiti and Grenada.
He called Vieques a "matter of

human rights" and that "we
{Vieques} want peace." The more
than fifty in attendance showed
expressions of shock and disbelief as
Zenon reported the many abused
this island has suffered. The fishing
industry has been greatly hurt and
the bombing sites are full of
depleted uranium. "At first they{the
Navy} said only once" was uranium
accidentally tested on Vieques,
Zenon told the media present. He
went on to say that the Navy later
admitted it fired uranium 270 days
in a row.
Regarding civil disobedience , he
stated that "if they arrest one person
in Puerto Rico all of Puerto Rico
will come to Vieques." Carlos Zenon
is definitely an icon of this just
struggle. The audience rose to its
feet as Zenon concluded his speech
stating "we have courage, reason, the
guts", apparently referring to a
victory against the most powerful
Navy in the world.

A Global Epidemic
Since HIV was first identified over 15 years ago, the virus
has spread rapidly to every corner of the globe.
_. Close to 6 million people became infected with HIV in
1998-11 every minute.
_. More than 3 million children and youth under age 25
became infected with HIV in 1998-8,500 per day.
_. 33.4 million people were estimated to be living with
HIV/AIDS as of December, 1998.
_. 6.2 million children had been orphaned by AIDS as of
1997-95% of them live in sub-Saharan Africa.
_. In 1998, 43% of HIV-positive people were women.

,.... 95% of all HIV-infected people live in developing
regions of the world, where social, economic, cultural
and political conditions that contribute to the spread of
the virus are more prevalent.
_. If the spread of HIV is not contained, AIDS may
increase infant mortality by as much as 75% and mortality in children under 5 by more than 100% by the
year 2010 in regions most affected by the disease.

FACTORS IN THE SPREAD OF

AIDS

Factors known to promote the rapid spread of the HIV/AIDS
epidemic include poverty, discrimination, sexual inequality, inadequate health or social services, rapid urbanization,
and a migrant labor force. Also, some social mores and
political issues surrounding sex, injection drug use, and

ADULTS

& CHILDREN

blood transfusions have created environments that promote
the spread of the virus.
Although these conditions exist to varying degrees in every
region of the globe, they are more prevalent in certain
areas, resulting in increased numbers of HIV infections.
However, 1t is not clear why HIV infections have increased
dramatically in some places while rates in neighboring
regions remain stable over many years.
Despite the challenges, it is possible to decrease rates of
infection through prevention efforts that acknowledge the
behaviors that spread HIV and that provide skills and services to help people abstain from higher risk behaviors.

ESTIMATED TO BE LIVING WITH

TOTAL CASES OF

HIV/AIDS

IN

1998

HIV/AIDS WORLDWIDE: 33.4- MILLION

th

South-East Asia
6.7 million
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Continued from page 3-AIDS and its affects on my family
my father. My father was fed, bathed
and dressed by my mother, his wife.
My sister his oldest daughter gave
him medication (oral and through
I.V.) My mother would not let my
father die in a hospital. My father
died at home. This is what I can say
of my family's love for a man that
we believe to be great.
AIDS and drugs takes its toll on the
people it affects. It has been nine
long years since my father's death
bu t h is dea th st ill affec t s us
everyday. Everyday o f my life I
wonder what it would be like if he
were still alive. After his death, my
family began t o change. My once
close k nit fa mily began t o stray
away. At 12 years old, the soiled,
inconsiderate little girl had to grow

ABOVE: My Family during
christmas time (I985)- Me,
mami, p api, andJavier.

up and learn how to t ake care of
herself because everyone who was
supposed to take care of her could
barely take care of themselves. I do
not blame them but I do thank and
respect them.
This last paragraph I dedicate to my
family. T hough we go through every
day struggles, we are still trying to
overcome the hardest struggle of
them all-losingJuan Rodriguez.We
made it and will continue to make
it. T his is to, my mother Carmen D .
Rodriguez, my sister Amalia Luisa
De Jesus-Rodriguez and last but not
least , the one who needs our love
and support the most-because of the
effect s of drugs- my brother Javier
J ose Rodriguez.

I love you all and I know Papi
watches and is with all ofus.
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HIV/AIDS in the United States
Total AIDS cases reported through December 1998

-13,809
1,859
,404
8,230
2 181
'11,(394
1o,716
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■ 1,000-4,999
ti] 100-999
data source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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A NATIONAL PROBLEM

ANYONE CAN BE .AT RISK

Our nation is facing the most critical and devastating epidemic in recent history. HIV infection and the clinical
complications that result are placing a heavy strain on
medical and social services. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) report the following:

Many falsely assume that only certain special populations
are at risk for HIV/AIDS. However, anyone who engages in
higher risk behaviors may become infected with HIV.

♦

AIDS is the second leading cause of death among
adults ages 25-44.

♦

The total number of HIV-infected persons in the US is
estimated to be between 650,000 and 900,000, and
approximately 40,000 are infected each year.

♦

Approximately 1 in 300 Americans is HIV-positive1 in 160 males and 1 in 1,000 females.

♦

Although racial and ethnic minorities account for only
25% of the US population, they account for over 50%
of all AIDS cases.

♦

♦

Many at greatest risk of HIV infection are still not
aware of the higher risk behaviors that can result in
HIV infection, or they are reluctant or unable to
change their higher-risk behaviors.

200,000 people in the United States are HIV-positive
and don't know it, according to estimates.

♦

Approximately 40,000 new cases of HIV infection
occur each year in the US, according to projections. As
many as 5,0% of those cases may be among young people under age 25.

♦

African Americans and Hispanics account for 58% .of
adolescent males with AIDS and 83% of adolescent
females with AIDS.

♦

The proportion of all AIDS cases reported among adult
and adolescent women has nearly tripled-from 7% in
1985 to 22% in 1997.

Over 410,000 Americans have died of AIDS.
The three most common modes of exposure are sex
among men who have sex with men; injection drug
use; and heterosexual contact, primarily through sexual contact with injection drug users.

♦

The spread of HIV/AIDS among young people across the
country is due to a combination of unsafe sexual and drug
practices, inadequate prevention services and a misconception among young people that they are not at risk.

One of the best ways to prevent the spread of HIV is to promote open communication and greater honesty about
issues of postponing sex, using safer sex practices and
avoiding the sharing of needles and other injection
equipment.

d to those living with HIii and
ecause AIDS related causes

